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A Discussion of the Questions Relating to the Passover 
and Lord's Sapper. 


■ BY T. O. KAliLT AND L. A. TIME. 
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First answer of L. A. Time mi the second proposition. 

Legal Jewish Passover. 
. This term dues not occur in the Bible and there 
is no scripture that authorizes its use. "Jews' 
passover" and the passover a least ot the Jews are 
terms used in the New Testament. There never 
were in Bible times more than two classes of pass- 
overs ; the legal or Lord's passover and the illegal 
or Jews' passover, not Jewish. 

What then was the Jews' passover? 

It was the illegal paasovor kept by the Jews 
after the charter or authority for observing it 
was taken away from the Jews. 

Christ was born to be a prophet , priest and 
king. The government shall be upon bis shoul- 
ders. Isaiah 9 : 6. "A ml in the days of these 
kings shall the god of heaven wet up a kingdom. 
which shall never be destroyed, and the kingdom 
shall nnt be left to other people " Dan'l. 2 : 44. 

Christ was born a king. At his baptism h>- was 
anointed king by (rod, in sending th:- Holy Ghost 
upon him. After his temptation he organized hi* 
church, which is the preparatory department of the 
kingdom of heaven. The Name was at that time 
taken from the temple in Jerusalem — the charter 
was taken away — and placed in the Christian 
church, and it was the place where legal service 
could be performed unto God. 

Deut. 12 : 5, 6. "Into the place which the Lord 
yonr God shall choose to put his name, * * thou 
shalt come, bring your offerings, sacrifice, * "• eat 
before the Lord your God. The temple of Jeruea 
lem was His sanctuary and in it the Lord placed hi* 
name, and the Jews earoe to Jerusalem everv year 
that they might legally cat the Passover. After 
Christ called his apostles, the name was taken fron, 
the temple. "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
kiilest the prophets. * * Behold your house is 
left unto you desolate." Mat. 23 : 38, 39. 

St. John wrote his gospel about sixty years 
after the death of Christ. At that time the riia 
filiation between the custom of the Jews and the 
Christians was well uud erst nod by the latter.' 
The praerites of the Jews were held as illegal by 
the Christians because they were performed with- 
out the recognition and authority of God. Conse- 
quently they were ot the Jews. So were lho*i 
passu vers to which John refers in his gospi 1 
They were paBsovers, leasts of the Jews, and with 
out divine authority, consequently illegal. There- 
fore the term of legal Jewish passover, is confusing, 
unauthorized t>y scripture and contrary to intelli- 
gent comprehension. 

The "Passover of the Jews" took its origin at the 
first passover held by the Jews after the "house" 
of the Lord or temple of Jerusalem was "left deso- 
late," or the Lord's name was taken therefrom. 

I am often made to wonder why Bible students 
will persist in misunderstanding the simple hu»s« 
nagr- of the scriptures. Notice how Bro. Early's 
stau ments harmonize with tin- Bible : 

The time of Christ's last sup- 
per with hiidlsuiplea wai b' fare 
the time that the Jews ale tlie 
legal Jewish passover, for Christ 
was crucllled on the preparation 
day, and that was always before 
the time of eating the legal Jew- 
ish passover. John 19 : 81 , Mark 


Now on the firai day ot un- 
leavened bread, when the pan- 
el, al lambs were sacrificed. Ills 
disciples sav to liirti, [Jesus) 
'■Where dos't thou wish that we 
En and prepaid that t lion mayest 
eat the passover." • • • And 
even 1 1 ie being come, he comes 
with the twelve. Mark 14: 12, 
IT. Emphatic Diaglott. 


15 : 42. 

It Is equally true Uiat the cru- 
el 8i ion was on the day of the 
slay i ne of the sacrifice of the 
paschal lamb.— Early. 

Mark has Jesus alive. Don't you see. 

Any one who asserts that Christ was crucified 
before the legal time to hold the passover came on, 
denies the plain language of i aspiration. Can it be 
that men of learning and intelligence will deny 
such piain statements as St. Mark has made, cor- 
roborated by every other Bible statement relating 
thereto. 

To assert that Christ was crucified on the day 
when the passover lambs were sacrificed, is to put 
the lie straight at three of the Jfew Testament 
authors who wrote aa the Spirit directed them. 


Oh brother don't Jo that. 

Others have made a wonderful stumbling block 
out. of "tie preparation of the passover." John 
IS) :14. There is no simpler statement in the Bible 
when viewed with an intelligent com prehension ol 
the apostle's meaning. Remember he wrote this 
gospel about A. D. 90, about sixty years after 
Christ's crucifixion. At this time the whole seven 
days of un leaven broad were' very generally known 
as the Past-over. 

"And seeing that It pleased the Jews he proceeded to arrest 
Peter also, and U wat during iht days of tt* leavened brtad ; and bav 
log seized him he put him to prison, * * intending a/Ur the pass- 
over to lead bin) out to the people. Acta 12 : 8, 4. 

Here passover means the whole feast. This is 
evident from the fact that it was during the day* of 
unleaven when Peter was arrested, and the particu- 
lar paschal meal always commences the days of 
unleavened bread. But he was takenduring these 
days, and to be brought out after the Passover. 

Allow us to inquire how the Church Father's 
used the term : 

Eusebius. — Besides these epistles, the same 
Dunysius, about this time also composed others, call- 
ed his Festival Epistle* in which he discourses much 
in praise ot the festival of the Passover. Church 
history, page 274. 

Chrysostom — "Our Brat feast," says he, "is the 
least ot Christ's appearance." [Epiphany] * * 
What is the meaning of the least of the Passover? 
We then announce the Lord's death," etc. — Mean- 
der, vol. 2, p. 332. 

After which solemnities, breaking off your feast, 
begin the holy week. of the Passover. — Apostolic 
Constitutions Book 1, Sec. 3. 

There was considerable discussion raised about this time In con- 
sequence or a difference of opinion respecting the observance of 
the paschal sen son. The bishops, however, of Asia, persevering 
in observing the custom handed down to them from their fathers, 
were headed by Polycrates. 

"We,"' said he, "therefore observe the genuine day, neither add- 
ing thereto or taking therefrom. For in Asia great lights have 
fallen which shall rise again In the day of the Lord's appearing, 
I Here is a good testimony for 1. 1>. Bowman.] in which he will 
come with glory from heaven, and will raise up all the saints; 
Philip, one of t he twelve apostles, who sleeps In Hierapotis, and 
bis two aged virgin daughters. Moreover, John who rested upon 
the bosom of our Lord, both a martyr and teacher. He Is burled 
in Kphesus : also t'olycarp of Smyrna, Thraseas, Sagarls, Mellto, 
now resting at Sardls, All these observed the fourteenth day of 
the Passover according to Die gospel, deviating in no respect, but 
nil Jo wing the rule of faith. 1, therefore, brethren, am now sixty- 
five years in the Lord, who have conferred with the brethren 
throughout the world, and having studied the whole of the sacrerf 
acriptures, hiii not at all alarmed at those things with which 1 am 
threatened, to intimidate me, For tbey who are greater than I 
have said "we ought to obey God rather than men- '" — Eueebiua' 
Church History. 

This holy bishop was born shortly alter the 
death ol St, John, who wrote 'fand it wasibeprep- 
niatiou ol the passover," and conversed with many 
who associated with the holy apostle. And theie 
is do u«e in denying the fact that St. John did es- 
tablish the practice in Asia Minor ol keeping the 
Passover feast on the 14th dav of the moon and 
first mouth. IIih teaching and practice through- 
out, contradict the hypothesis deduced from his 
account ot the crucifixion, that it was on the first 
day of unleavened bread that Christ was crucified. 

These writers who lived at the close of the apos 
lolic period used Passover, as shown above, as did 
Luke in writing the Acts, to indicate the whole 
solemnity, and this custom was largely received 
in, in St. John. 

"The prepay atum of the Passover," John 19: 14, 
means nothing more nor less than the preparation 
for the Sabbath coming in the seven days of the 
Passover season. Tou, the indefinite article of the 
Greek language, Genitive case, is traiiBlatcd into 
about a hundred different words in our language 
and numerous phrases. There are many instances 
where we make a similar use of the definite article. 
But we divide that part of speech and have the ad- 
jective and preposition. Our language differs in 
that respect. 

Here is an example: A man was standing on 
tfte banks of a river witnessing baptism by trine 
immersion. He said : "That auits me, that is the 
baptism ol the Lord." He went away and told an 
acquaintance that he had witnessed the baptism ot 
the Lord. You might understand that he saw the 
Lord baptized, but that he did not mean at all, but 
that it wa-« the baptism instituted by the Lord. 
To make "preparation of the passover" mean get 
ting iftady to eat it is doing violence to the lan- 
guage, as it is found in John 19; 34. Of, Web- 
ster defines from or out from, proceeding from aa 


the cause, source, means, author or agent bestow- 
ing; belonging to, pertaining or relating to. 

St. Mark defines "preparation" le»t the common 
reader might misunderstand. Place the two 
passages side by side and no one should fall into 
error. • 

And now when even was.come, 
because it was the preparation, 
that Is the day before the Bab- 
bath. Mark 10:42. 

This "preparation" was before the Sabbath ol 
the Passover, and no disunion of language can 
make it anything else. 


And It was the preparation of 
the passover. John IS : 14. 


And if any beast of which ja 
may eat, die, be that touobetb 
the carcass thereof shall be un- 
clean until evening. Lev. 11 :8ft. 


Besides this, the ''Jews would 
not enter the Judgment Hall 
lest they would be denied and 
could not eat the passover." 

Now the feast of unleavened 
bread was on the flfteenth al- 
ways.— Early. 

Ceremonial tine leanness lasted only till sun down, 
and the passover was eaten on the commencement, 
of the fifteenth. Therefore entering the Judgment 
Hall on the 14th would not unfit any one for eat- 
ing the passover. Bat alter the Lamb was eaten 
on the commencement of the 15th day, then the 
feast of the passover was in pregrrsi, and any one 
touching a carcass or goiug among the Gentiles 
could not eat the passover. or in other words con- 
tinue the feast 

Christ was not crucified on the legal day for sac* 
riflcing the passover lamb, and it was not a type 
of him. 


Nobody ever outgrown scripture. The book 
widens and deepens with our years. — Spurgeon. 

The tears ol earth's night hang as dew drops on 
flower and tree, presently to pparkle like diamonds 
in the morning sun. — Edersheim. 

Whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely. Take Jesus as he ofler* himself to you, 
and all the blessings ot lite and glory are yourb 
forever, — Romaine. 

Never be discouraged by (rifles. If a spider 
breaks his thread twenty times, he will mend it as 
many. Perseverance and patience will accomplish 
wonders. — Anon. 


St. James Convention. 

dained by auointing with oil, but under the new dispensation, J* 

U llukB they should he orriainailhy litylngj^nnflmndfi al irl^jiruyi>r 
1 1 therej 5 >i T y4H>tXa£7jjit^ 

wTiittUis^wjHiMjjjaLfcLle^nij l - 

Bro. 1 Shaver thought Bro. Itinker more progressive than him. 
self. He quoted from Timothy that we should lay bands suddenly 
on no man, and he himself was not in favor of ordaining a minis- 
ter to the full ministry at once. 

Bro. Nlninger stated that in nearly all deno mi nations the win. 
latere are not ordained to the full ministry until tbey have given 
evidence of neceosarv qualification. 

Bro. McFaden advanced the same statement and Illustrated 
from the Methodist church, lie thought it no wonder that Meth- 
od lam is so deeply drilled in their ministers that it never gets out. 

Bro. Bowman spoke on the metho d of receiving deac ons , and 
t hought w e have nialn g,,npe, i for laying on uf hands mid prayer 
an d urged tb euractice of that method . 
~ A motion was passed that the ministers read up on the subject. 

Burial service, the last on the program taken up. 

Bro. Cost gave his me tliod of conducting service at the grave. 
Reading of part of Job XIV., a short pram and benediction 
He then read his ceremony. 

Bro. Shaver liked Bro. Cost's ceremony generally, but thought 
there was a good deal of formality in it. He moved that it be 
adopted . 

Bro. Bowman opposed adopting any particular plan or form. 

Dr. Rei chard asked it the convention favored preaching ser- 
mims on funeral occasions. 

Bro. Mc. opposed preaching long sermons eulogizing the dead 
and said that he gives a brief, pointed talk on the brevity of lite. 

Bro. Shaver withdrew hia motion. 

The report of committee to appulntra board of directors was aa 
follows: Harry Caasel, Chairman; Dr. V. M. Heicbard. Sec: 
JohnLeedy, Treae.; Mrs, E. Nininger, Wm. Faldler, John A. 
(id it. Silas Little, Thomas Roanoke. 

This board of directors shall appoint a member of the board la 
each church not represented in tbe convention. 

The board shall have power to call another evangel 1st to tbe 
work if in their judgment be be needed. They shall also have 
power to arrange for his salary. 

It was moved that Dr. Relobard be excused from acting aa 
Secretary of the board of directors and Mrs. E. Nininger appoint 
ed to take his place. Motion passed. 

Bro. Shaver said he could not promise for a certainty to he- 
come the Evangelist in tbe Held of Mil,, and Vs., and eastern Pa, 
He thought there is too muob work for one man and that there 
ought to be three in tbe lie hi. 

Bro. Bowman sympathized with Bro. Shaver, knowing the field 
to be a bard one. 

Resolutions on the death of Elder James Qointer read and un- 
animously adopted. 

Tbe days proceedings read and approved. 

An eloquent and affecting closing address delivered by Bro. 
McFaden, 

Motion to adjourn. 

After adjournment Bro. Bowman went to work and in a short 
time had over five hundred dollars suhsori bed at $1.00 par year 
for ten years for Ashland College. 

At close of convention, Uro. J. D. McFaden donated tbe S. S 
C E. a handsome bonk called "Crown Jewels"— another proof of 
his liberality and Christian xeal. "It is more blessed to glva 
than to receive." 

Lauba E. N. UBoatyicaxB. Bec'y . 


